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Washington, D.C. 20535 

August 25, 2003 


MR BRIAN DOUNAR 



Subject: HIMES, CHESTER BOMAR 
FOlPANo. 0978284-000 
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Dear Requester: 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Pri' i.. 

United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protectinformat'on whichis , 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted p. ; T . - 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to with . • • ® ■ . j - 

below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: f 


Section 552 


r.cc'ion 


□(b)(1) 

3(b)(2) 

□(b)(3). 


□(b)(7)(A) 

□(b)(7)(B) 

3(b)(7)(C) 

3(b)(7)(D) 

□(b)(7)(E) 

□(b)(7)(F) 

□(b)(8) 

□(b)(9) 



J u.’(* 

□( k)t- 

□(k)(3; 

°(k)(*) 

□(k)(5) 

□(k)(6) 

□(k)(7) 


□(b)(4) 

□(b)(5) 

0(b)(6) /' \ 

99 page(s) were reviewed and 99 page(s) are being released. 

o Documents) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been: 

□ referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 

□ referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 

a You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. 

writinq to the Co-Director, Office of Information and Pnvacy, U.S. Department of Just'ce, F^g 
Buildino Suite 570 Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from receipt of this letter. 
The d envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of information 'Appeal or 
“Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it may be eas y 

identified. 


□ The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuate, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s). 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s). 
If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

□ See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 

Record/I nfo rmation 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) (2) 


0PCA-16a (Rev. 12-3-96) 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b) (1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or 
foreign policy and (B).are in fact properly classified pursuant to such Executive order; 

(b) (2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b) (3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that 

the matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on the issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b) (4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b) (5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 
with the agency; 

(b) (6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b) (7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 

records or information (A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, (B) would deprive a person of a right 
to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, (C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, 

(D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of a confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority 
or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by 
a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, (E) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforce- 
ment investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure 
could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or (F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical 
safety of any individual; 

(b) (8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible 
for the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b) (9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d) (5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or 

foreign policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k) (2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k) (3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k) (4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k) (5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment 
or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished information pursuant 
to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k) (6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k) (7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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/distant Attorney General Ton C* Clark 

J* Ed gar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Invaatigatlon 

CHESTER 3* I DUES | Article Captioned, " B e gr o Pa r iyra 
1 Are b' ce d e d ," appearing in the lhy, 19U*, Issue of 

1 11 The Crlalg»| INTOCJAL SHOTITTi fern OB* 



Fbr your informtion there la attached a photoetatic 
copy of an article * waded aa above which, aa indicated, wee 
w ortodly written by one Chester B* Hines, and appeared in 
the Way, 19U-4, Issue of M 7ht> Crisis,* which has bean described 
as the official organ of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People* 

Ton will note that the article r a oce oand s 
revolutionary action on the part of colored people and 
for thrit reason I thought it should be brought to your 
attention. However, no investigation la being Instituted 
unless you believe the article is sufficient to w anwnt each 
attention end ao adviae the Bureau* 

As a natter of fhrthrr inforaatlon It la noted that 
one Chaster B» Hines of Loa Angeles, California, who nay or nay 
not be identical with the author of this article, has bsen 
reported to be an adherent or supporter or portapa a washer 
of the Coasttilst Party or other orgardaatlaris reported to 
be in qynpathy with the Coanurvlat Party* \ \ . / 


Enclosure 


All mrc.«A«3» COTITAMJEO 
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HtREtN IS UNCLASSIFIED ** 
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SAC # H m York July 10, V?hk 

J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

CHESTER D, HUES* 

I?TEK:AL SECUHITrj 
SEDITION. 


v 

o J 


Reference is cade to your letter of Day 26, l?Ui, captioned, "Negro 
Plan of Revolution; Internal Security - C," advising that a questionable SicTe, 

- — "^•gro Party rs Arp Needed,” written by the above-car tioned Individual appeared 
5n the lay, lAh, issue of the publication, "The Crisis." Tou furnished a cory 
of tWs issue of "The Crisis" and you will recall that the article in quest! an 
related to certain proposed revolutionary actions to be initiated by "e^s. 

The Criiainal Division of the Denartctent, after consider? nr a copy 
V tMs article, haa communicated with the JXnvau rnque stir. q tHnt ah ’nvesti ration 
1 of be undertaken. In view of this request. It Is desired that'ir^reli^narv 


. nndertrikc n . In view of this request. It Is desired that'^T^relirdnaiy^ — - 

liii^F^igaticri be irredintely inpt.tuted for the purpose of developing appropriate 
data as to Hines’ central background, activities, Incliaat! ons, etc. You should 
particularly determine the nature of lanes* writing or publishing activit’ es 
and whether the article, "Negro ? artyrs ire Heeded,” is representative of his a 
general efforts in this regard. / M wyA, ( \ 

The Department is apparently not desirous of having ar. investigation 
of the publi cation, "The Crisis," carried out and, additionally, the Bureau desires 
that this inquiry, which lias been requested, be conducted as discreetly as possible, 
particularly any phases thereof which might or wight seen to concern "The Crisis.” 

A s ind icated, the 1 epartnent has - requested an Investigation of Hines individually. ^ 
Hcsrever, you should, of course, continue whatever exardnations you have made of 
"The Crisis" ir connection with yoir general coverage of "egro activities. / 




: tr^^olson 

E. A. Tam m 

Mr. Cleeg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. 3 lav In 
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Ur. file ho la 

Mr. Rosen 

Ur. Tracv 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. Hendon 
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tt - . Jones 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Mr. fiease 

Miss Tandy 


As a natter of information, the Ekireau’s filet show that one Cheater 3. 
trass of bos ‘ngelea, California, who taay or nay not be identical with the author 
f tnl s arti cle, nas been reported to be an adherent or supporter or perhaps 
Wenber oi the Ccracunist Tarty or other organisations reported to be in 
rfcpathy with the Conrasiist Fmrty. 
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publication of his latest effort, w hich will probably be entitlecj^As the 
E nd Come s , " | | that this book deals with a young Negro 

couple and that the characters therein are actually the subject and his wife.#** 

Like most of his other writings, this book is a sociological study. She # 

advised that HIMES is presently in New York City arranging with the publish- 
ing house of H oughto n & Miffli n, which has^agreed to publish the work. She 
stated that he had had various articles accepted by magazines and other pub- 
lications, such as Esquire and the Saturday Evening Post. She did not 
elaborate upon the type of articles referred to or the particular issues ij / 
of the publications mentioned. \v ' v 

I "1 advised that subject had 

registered for the first Selective Service call at a Cleveland, Ohio, 
draft board ; that he had been subsequently called up for physical examina- 
tion, but was turned down for p hysi cal disability. It was also "learned that 
while in New York in connection with the~publication of his book, subject is b 
residing at 940 St. Nicholas Street, but that he expects to return to Los 
Angeles as soon as the transaction with the publishing house has been completed. 

I character i zed him as a writer b v_ peculatio n. 

The personnel records of the Los Angeles Shipbuilding and Dry Dock 
Company at San Pedro reflect that subject's complete and true name is CHESTER 
B0RM0R HIMES ; that he filed an application with this concern on March 6, 1944, 
giving his address as 10563lQrt h de C-armo Drive, Los Angeles, telephone 
Angelus 22272. Prior to that he resided at 4433 Crocker Street, Los Angeles, 
tie was born at Jefferson City, Missouri, on July 29, 1909, concerning which 
be furnished documentary proof satisfactory to the shipyard. He is regis- 
tered with Local Draft Board #20, Cleveland, Ohio, jie is a member of the 

t tional Association for the Advancement of Colored /people at 69 Fifth 
enue. New York City. He is also a member of tha^ational Urban League, 

1133 Broadway, New York City. ' 

His personnel file reflected the following relatives - __aiiJiSiii£ii_^ 
the relationships other than that of his wife are not ‘yen: I I 



irmo Drive, Los Angeles 


hi IS, wife, 1056 North 


Subject was educated at East High School, Cleveland, Ohio,, gradu- 
ating in 1926. Thereafter he claims one year at Ohio‘^tate Univers ity, 
Columbus, Ohio. 

His prior employment was listed as follows: 1938 to 1944, WPA, 

Cleveland, Ohio; 1943, California Sanitary Canning Company, 50th and Long 
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FEDERAL BUREAU 0? INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

This Case Originated at LOS ■ft^’ GET.'E S t CALIF. 
; Report Made at I Date When Made p\ 


NEW YORK, N, Y. 

) 

Title 

t j 

CHESTER BORMOR^H IMES 
Synopsis of Facts: 

P/^io 

CC T~- 4, O 

R£w .. jrj ff-ss 



REFERENCE : 


DETAILS 




. ^fueles, CALIF. NY File No. 100-63874 

Date When Made Period for Report Made By 

1/8/45 Which Made r , 

12/14,18/44, | 

1/1/45 

Character of Case 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
SEDITION 


HOUGHTON & MIFLIN CO. have not published nor con- 
tracted to publish any book for subject. Subject 
is unknown to them. Subject has a contract and 
is presently writing a book for D0U3LEDAY DORAN 


ipO. Articles written by subject and published in 
/pEsquire” reviewed herein. 


- RUC - 


Bureau File 105-2502. 
Report of Special Agent 
November 25, 1944 at Los Ar 

AT J.Tv TOES' CITY . NEW YORK 


Lgeles, 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED % 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEOt^ 11 

HAT E nlW* BY.nifti ft MgL 


| dated 
California. 


I HOUGHTON & 

MiJfL.LN b6lSPANT, 432 fourth Avenue, New York City, 
New York, advised that CHESTER BORIiOR HIMES has no 
contract with that Conpany for the publication of 
any book, panphlet, or writings of any kind. He 
stated that HIMES is not known to that Comanny and 
that they have never published anything for him. 



RUSSELL & VOLKEnIiTG, 522 Filth Avenue, New York City, New York, stated 
^ \A/,that that partnership ie the literary representative for the subject in 
; the New York area. He stated that at the present time HIMES is under 

\ contract to the DOUBLSDAY DORAN COMPANY and that he is presently writing 

\^' y a book for that Company. — 


/ki Special 


& gen, p 0 not write in these spaces 


thia Seport 

3 Los 
2 Chicago 

2 Philadelphia CP 1 
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NY 100-53874 




He stated that practically all of FIl-ES 1 writing so far as 
he knew has "been purely fiction work but that he believed that KXLlOS 
had written a few articles for the Negro Presfi somewhere in the 
vicinity of the State of Illinois. He stated that he could furnish 
no further information concerning these articles* 

I I stated that the subject has had 

several articles 'published in ’Nsquire" magazine in years past|_^_^_J 


He also said that HI1SS had had articles published Ir the " Saturda y" 
Bvoning Post 11 which is published by the CURTIS PUf L-1VB..U-G- COMPANY . 

I "I nquire" magazine in the Hew York 

area, 366 Madison Avenue, New York City, New York, advic-ed that CK3ST3R 
30RM0R HI MBS is an ex-convict and that, most nf his early writings were 
done while he was still in -orison. 1 | he could fur- 

nish little information concerning HI. U S 1 background bin he knew tha t 
the articles had been Polished through ! I 

"Tsqjor-" "n-,ga .i i.uv wr os 3 office is at 919 North Michigan Avenue, 

Chic xgo ix.'-in-n* •' 

| | "'Csquire' 1 magazine, 

366 hadison Avenue, New Y r ork City, New York, advised that he does not 
personally know the subject. Ke stated that all of KIiJ3S ’ articles 
had been submitted through agents. He could furnish no background 
information concerning the subject. 

| | "Dsquire 11 hagazine, 

355 hadison Avenue, New York Citv, advised that the following articles 
written by the subject had been published in "Bsquire"; 


Date of Magazine 


Name of Article 

August 1934 

28 

n Crazy in the Stir n 

October 1934 

100 

"To That Hed Hell?” 

September 1936 

76 

"Visiting Hour” 

January 1937 

64 

"Nights for Cryin” 

May 1937 

99 

"Svery Opportunity" 

March 1940 

58 

"Marihuana and a Pistol" 

February 1942 

55 

"Strictly Business." 




;er obtained copies of the above mentioned magazines 
and reviewed each of the above listed articles. 
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'jjAll of them were found, to he fiction articles and none contained any 

^material which could be germed seditious. The following 'Ti a short”' 

review of each o'f“said articles: 




" Crazy in the Stir 1 ' 

A / )f I T yv ( 

This article has the caption "A long-term prisoner in a state ' 
penitentiary tells an authentic story about life on the /i noid ev 11 — 

It is a sordid descriptive story of the life and thoughts of a 
convict in prison and the action cf his fellow convicts. 

"To What Red Hell?" 


This article is cautioned "iFire in the Big House seen from the 
inside through the eves of a long-term insider." This is also 
a fiction article describing a fire which took place in a -orison 
and with a great deal, of descriptive material concerning injured 
prisoners, their thoughts, and actions. 

V j i. . . :* .. . . 

* l -il! / 1 t! g 1 ■ . \J J 


This art vole i« cap vi on ed "The words a man really means to say to 
his wife can't come out in those few caged moments." This is also 
a fiction article describing an interview between a prisoner and 
hi3 wife and describes her attemots to obtain executive clemency 
on his behalf and his feelings of hatred and sorrow because of her 
inability to obtain his freedom. 



"The Fight*, for Cryin" 


This article is captioned "3lack 3oy wasn't afraid of anyone living 
but death row is a sorrowful place at night." This is a fiction 
article describing the actions of "Black Boy", a Fegro , in overtaking 
hiB girl, a Fegress, who had been unfaithful to him and. of Black Boy 1 a 
assault upon her and subsequent apprehension and incarceration because 
of his love for her. 


"Every Opportunity" 

This article is captisned "His mother used to tell him that if he'd 
eat his oatmeal he'd be President." This is a description of the 
thoughts ~nd actions of a parolee who is being released from the 
penitentiary and of his first few days of freedom. 
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(&« only information set forth will be that which is in addition 
to the background^ etc., reported in the referenced report.) 

» 

The subject took his physical examination for induction on 
February 11, 19UU at Los Angeles, California, and was rejected at this 
time because of a back injur y* On May 22, 19l\h he was reclassified by 
Local Board #20 as 2-BF* ^ * 

On July 13, 1937* according to his Selective Service records, the 
subject was married at Cleveland, Ohio to JEAN LUCJ^MeafiRS* 





It was noted that one additional address was given for the 
jj subject, which address was i*213 Ifest Street, Oakland, California* From 
Ithe change of address notices ih“'IHe“l3u6j ec t ’ s’ file, it seems “tK&t the 
isubject moved from 1056 DeGarmo Drive, Los Angeles to the Oakland, Calif - 
i oraia address, and then moved again back to the DeGarmo Drive address. 

On December 6, I9hl*> there was a notice of change of address 
in the subject's file and on^d3^ 'notic e' was the information that he was 
at the present time writing - ^ Negro sociological nov^L entitled *As 
Change Comes On * on a Rosenwald Fellowship * He also stated that, he was 
under contract with the Doubleday, Doran *nd Conpany, 17 West i*9 Street, 
Hew York City* His home address in New York City is the same as shown 
in the referenced report* 


On January 6, 19^5 J Ho f the Cleveland Retail 

Gredit Men's Company, National City Bank^Building, Cleveland, Ohio, ftug* 
nished a credit report on one CHESTER BpfclMES, wife LUCIND A, which *f w? 
jdicated that H3MSS resided at 89 North 20th Street. Columbus. Ohio* Hie 




occupation at this time was UFA Id 
resided in Columbus is not known* 


The period that HIMES 


The records of the Identification Division of the Cleveland 
Police Department were checked, and it was ascertained that the subject 
has the following criminal record with this departments 

s> 

As CHESTER HI MES, #10279 > arrested Columbus, Ohio, 

November 28, I9?7, charged forgery * 

(to January 23, 1928, he was given a deferred sentence and 
placed on probation* 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 



to Director, FBI 

from : * SAC, Chicago 


SUBJECT: 


CHESTER BORIfOR HIMES 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
SEDITION 


date: February 16 , 1945 


Reference it Bade to the attached report of Special 
Agent I I dated February 16, 1945 at Chicago, 

Illinois, in the abc vs-oapt lo ned case. 

I 1 Esquire Magazine, Chicago, 

advised that he had learned that the subject Bade application 
for a scholarship with the Rosenwald Foundation in January, 
1944. ' 


No attest has been made to obtain any information 
concerning subject's ooBsnmi cat ions with the Rosenwald Foundation 
due to the fact that several suspects in the COMRAP case have 
visited the Rosenwald Foundation while in Chicago and it is not 
believed that this office should attempt to obtain information 
from that organization. ^ 

Accordingly, no attempt will be made to contact the 
Rosenwald Foundation in the absence of specific Bureau authori- 
zation. 


^ wi I/! 

) *4 i ?/ vy [> ^ 

f^- i f) r^\j 
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Form No. 1 

This case originated at LOS ANGELES 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

NY FILE NO. 100-63874 FMQ 


1 

REPORT MADE AT 

DATE WHEN MADE 

PERIOD FOR C /0"\ REPORT MADE BY 

NEW YORK CITY ! 

7 / 12/45 

23)6/4,16/45 1 _ 1 b7< 

TITLE 

CHESTER BOMAR 1 HIMES, 

wa. 

I .... "" \ 

] -character or case t 

/ INTERNAL SECURITY - C\ 


SEDITION 




SYNOPSIS OF FACTS 




Title of HIMES 1 book changed to w If He Hollers 
' VW Let Him Go n • Book exoected to be released nrT 

*1 - A rmn D-OmOn-f.e: mfi r\a + n ea/>nt<a nnntr 


/ ~ /it 


lit 


cC 


TO/5/45# Arrangements made to secure copy. 

HIMES moved from 940 St. Nicholas Ave., NYC, no 
forwarding address. No information available 
regarding HIMES 1 intention to reside permanently 
in NYC or activities while in NYC. 

Ml INFORMATION CONTAINED 
• P HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ****** 

HAT F l\tf It? BY^i 


vi 
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REFERENCE: 



Report of Special Agent 
Report of Special Agentl 
Bureau letter to New York, 4/10/45. 

Letter to Bureau from Los Angeles, 5/26/45. 


AT NEW YORK CH Y v 


3/21/45, New York. 
4/2/45, Los Angeles- 


(i 


On May 21, and 23, 1945, Confidential Informant ] | advised 
that the title of CHESTER BOMAR HIMES* book has been 


The book is expected to be released o n October 5, 1945 f 


and arrangements were made through Confidential Informant) 
copy of the same. 


i ji Qc|. 


T \ 

' ! p 


to secure a 


on May 23, 1945, June 4, and 16, 1945, Confidential 
<1 jjnfprman q fr Va 3 contacted in an effort to determine if HIMES was still 

. r 

Jirr ~ ’* * - 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


I • t 

'b. 


bit. >* - 


' -■ ' ’"'rf 'O Pt C S OF THIS REPORT 




5H8ureau 
'T-Iios Angeles 
3— New York. 

^ . V j 
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finish 2nd novel 
in California 

-iS b*Sf 
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^ ; .. w <^ com j 

■ - Jn.«ph >.» ■ 

.%&f. he bmxd# to-SsStf:^ 
dy m 

f.f He. Haiser^ j^st tiuti tjo ” 

. ■■mm,& J,- mt: n re 
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the- Negcn. {&■ he 

rp-ady for Fstli puhl;katioL 

Th*>Y are. going ■ w«t beeanse 
Uigy thei tii:j,l!; tfcer ^n5 J ---'«b<?rW. ofe 
Jig-atiw:*,^ ' they wca.ihf nsm;\::;y. r^.ny - 
^■orfe: ;€5ty. ; W£WlU-',raU.»' ; toiv tfiWCL 
Ume .from >r»m«go -jr He H^. ; 
!gf. •*?» W Lea An|^«| 

n rif.eval ^ 
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Office Memorandum • united states governm^i^’- 


TO : 

Director, Pederr 1 Burdau of Investigation 

date: June 29, 1944. 

FROM 

Tom C. ClarV.r Assistant Attorney General 

TCCtDAj^H 

SUBJECT: 

Chester B^^imes; Article Captioned, 

. *<C 1 

146-28-^519 - 

"Negro Martyrs Are Reeded, "appearing in 
the May, 1944, Issue of "TWjKrisis"; 
INTERNAL SECURITY* SEDITION ' ' 

i T ‘ " - 


1 ■ r... 

'• '1 ^ 


l 


T 

n 

of 


Reference Is made to your memorandum, dated 


f Ft,., 


June 13, 1944, to the Criminal Division in the above-eniitled 



*> 


V 




HppflriDED COPY PILED ' N t * 5 ' 5 "Q 


JPHatW 


F 5 : 




SAC, Jim York September 12, l&li 

Jobn Edgar Hoot- - - Director, Moral Bumo of Investigation , * 


SHHAL SECURITY} 


Hrfwwot is/sade to the Bureau's letted ^ July lo f IS^, outlining 
certain Investigation desired concerning this Individual, You will recall that 
this inquiry was requested by the Criminal revision of the Department* 

It is desired that yen immediately give advice as to the status 
of the investigation and as to the date a report nay be expected. 


July 10 f l$>hk # outlining 


T. TdIs.t. 

Ur. E. A. Ta.rn. 


Ur. ;lesr?_ 
Ur. cof r «y__ 
15 . •.llavlr - 
AT.., Udd. ." 


St ■ • i i v / >'■ , 


p. f-.ease / 


Tar.dy 


ir-v^-noAnoti 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form No . l 

This case originated at LOS ANGEU3& 


REPORT MADE AT 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
rmjn 


DATE WHEN MADE 

lO/lO/ltl* 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MAOS 


9/2 5,26/W 


NO. 100-63871* 

REPORT MADE BY 


CHARACTER OP CASE 


J4VE 

b'/C 


CHESTER bPhINES INTERNAL SECURITY-C 

SEDITION 


synopsis of facts: Subject is author of articlo ontitlod, rifogre M ar$yrs Aro Wooded*, 
which appeared in May, 19 Uk issue ef *Tfc«$C*q»ie*. Article 
advocates revolution la U.S. Subject la Resident of Calif •mis. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED - 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED*** “ RUC " 

QATt^MSL.BY‘i«lfr±?& 

REFERENCE « Bureau File WW. 

Bareev letter te New York dated 7/10/1*1*. 


DETAILS: 


AT NEW YORK CITY 



b' 




V’" 


This investigation is predicated upea a letter fro* the Bureau 
dated July 10, 19l*i* advising that subject wee the auther ef a 
questionable article entitled , "NEGRO MARTYRS ARE NEEDED 11 , which 
appeared in the May, 191*1* issue ef the publics tiea, *Ttoe Crisis 11 . 
Cepies ef this article have been ebtaiaed by the writer free the 
New Yerk Public Library. 

The article in questien adrecatea rsvelutiea in the United States. 
Phetestatie o spies the reef are being ferwarded herewith te the 
Bureau and te the Lee Angelas Field Division. It will be acted 
that the May, 191*1* issue ef "The Crisis* indicates that the auther 
•f this article is a resident ef the State of California. 

It will also be noted that the reference letter free the Bureau 
Indicates that the Bureau files shew that one CHESTER B. HIMES, ef 
Lee Angeles, night be identical with the auther of this article. 


APPROVED and 
FONWAPDfiO: 



S**£C!*i- ACfftr 

in Change 


T.. 




C0 ^ ns ®*STHo*J5 

t** W# 


. WftJO‘^1'' 

V ^Bureau- (lac. 2) -fl- 

3-Los Jua£eles-(Enc,2)>^ 
3-Naw York 



tS'i 


> ■ v ^ wr ite frq thsst trac es 

,r, 
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VtJTHWgHT PR|HTIN«» 




NY 100-638 7U 

It is, therefore, believed that the subject is a resident ef Les Angeles. 
California. 9 

Investigation made in the New York Field Division fer the purpose 
of dete r mi nin g the subject's exact street address was negative. 


ENCLOSURES (2) BUREAU 

Twe copies ef the article entitled , "NEGRO MARTYRS ARE NEEDED* hr 
CHESTER B. HIMES, which appeared in the May, 19i|i± issue ef "The Crisis". 

ENCLOSURES (2) LOS ANGELES 

Two copies ef the article entitled, "NEGRO MARTYRS ARE NEEDED" by 
CHESTER B. HIMES , which appeared in the May, l$Ui issue ef "The Crisis". 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No, 1 

This case originated at 


U* AjKiblbS 


REPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN made 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MAPI 


NO 103-4*074 

REPORT MADE BY 


M:B y^hlL- tffcfc Yi»,K 

TITLE 




9/2$,?6/k,. 


character op case 


tiVfc 

b7 


CH**T-K B. HXMfcS 


XMTIilliAi .KCUillTT-C 
LLDxTlUd 


psis of facts. U au thor of articla ■ntitirt, "togrt Martyr* aii lindti". 

viaeli appaarad In May, 1»LL 1 mm of *W>a cri»i*». Ar tic la 
advooatoa rorolntloa i» U.J. iub>«t U roaldant of C*li/«mla. 

4 u c- 


UiJ-ibyr kCbt 


Dkii'&iLbt 


ThlA invoati£fctiei^ 1 a prtdie^tod upon a xotior t'rm tba uroou 
4a tad July 10, ISfCi aoraini; that subject *oa 14 m author of a 
quoatlonabla artic la aHUtiaa^dfeaKU Ait* JihaUtiP, wfai oA 

appeared In tba May, i$bb iavue of W* jaiblloatioa, "B* Oriole". 
Copioa of thio article bare boon obtained by tba nrllcr fr«a Uo 
*** *arfc I'ublio Library. 


Straw , rtn , ALL INfORMAIIOH CONTAINED 

a lattar t» k,« iorfc a*«w 7/I0 Ui. herein is UNCUSSifiEB tat * 5ns 

5TO 


date,, ii«h* by^s^iIW 


AT tu& YUiiL CTTT 


Tba or tio la in queatitm advocate* revolution la the United U to too. 
-tJotootoUe copies thereof art being XervardeC herewith to u* 
bureau and to Urn Loo Angola* field ^ivlalon. it will bo noted 
w«t tba i toy, 194* 1 a* tw of "The trials* indieaWe that tba Author 
of thla Artie la 1« a roaiAont of tba biota of California. 

i.t wHi aloe bo noted that tba rofaronaa lot tor froa the Bureau 
IndlAAtaa ***** **** buraau fllaa ana* that on* B. hiMLb, of 

Loo angolas, night bo identical with tba author vt thi* articla. 


APrrvoVPD AND 
FORWARDED 


Sp?r:ai AgivNT 

!N CH**?viE. 


DO NOT WRITE IN TH<~SF 


COPIES or THI 9 REPORT 


(jj£lurooa-( Baa . 7 ) 

3-Loo ^agoles-l^ie.?) 
3-baa fork 


Wt «*^ ** *££ 

. ■■ I art i so Mbd li)"" w 

FBI and o<o «»o< to ba 4»trb*ib4 

2 X< H-cy » *-*£* 

.fllfi etac* •* *” * ”* 


ft 



T 


JPHatWMJ 


SAC f Los Angels* Octsbsr 27 # l$t& 

/ ■k* 3n Bl *£ ar n ° 0f *W - Director, Fbdaral Bum of Investigation 

CHESTER B* HIKES 
IWTEHHAL SKCUHITr - C 
SEDITION 


£ 

"i - 

/ 


- R*fe*vnoe I f urti frf] toft gBDpri prc s io d in this 

sn&gyx 1 " rs - *». >. m., 

A* the Depertaant ha* specifically asked that this 
investigation be conducted and as ths natter haa bean pmdlsm 
for am* torn, it ia deal rod that inquiry be lamed! ately 
inotituted at Lo# Angeles far the ptirpose of Identifying 
subject Hines imd developing appropriate dele ea to hla bade- 
ground# current activities, etc. 

Fbr your wore ooeplete inforn tion ee to previous 
developments in the wetter there ere attached eoplee of the 

J5 tpo#u *f of 10, l&fc, addreeeed to the Her lark 

Field Division, 



31th reference to the report mM tied at Kev Tort 
City, it *• noted that the report eei forth relatively little 
badecround infhmatJan ae to the type of investigatlco desired 
and did not include any undeveloped leads looking tovexd 
invest! gallon at Loa An gale a. In a situation of this type, ths 
rorort should have been inclusive of undeveloped leads designating 
the type of inquiry ths Bureau hod requested in its previous 
oarantmicatian* The Special Agent In Charge at ifca.ffawy 
call this situation to the attention of Special Ag*rxt| 

waking certain that he is appro* rfately apprised as to IM 1 

proper wanner of procedure In Instances of this kind* 


oc - Nee Tortc 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ^ ar)X 
DATE Tillto BY ^SMltak* 







COPIES DES^OYED 

412 MAY 10**0 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ^^ 1 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 84 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


to 

S 

FROM 

i? 


Director, FBI 
SAC, Los Angeles 


date: October 20, 1944 


SUBJECT: CHESTER B. HIMES 

INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 

SEDITION 

b'7C 

Reference is made to Bureau File #100-17404® and in particular 
to the report of Special Agent | | Few York, dated October 10, 1944. 

This report designates Loe Angeles as the office of origin in 
instant case and refers it upon completion to this office, not however setting 
out any request for investigation by the Los Angeles Office. 

The Bureau is requested to advise if any investigation is de- . 
sired in this matter and under rthat character it is desired that the investigation- 
be conducted. 


co New York 
VIPiKN 


. • \ •• 
V \ 


ALL . .• LCWiAlfrti) .* 

HcHEStN !L 

ha ; f b r 5 *** \ 

v- 




rr «, ’ , 

' -v' J 

K l • ... , • f "» O v 


. V 
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JTHatWiJ 


100-17I4QU8 

SkC 9 Vm October 12, 19 H 

John Edgar Hoover* - DJ rector. Federal Bureau of Investigation 

: (p 

CHESTER B. HTlSSj ITJTER’TAT, SECUTETT; SOTTION. 

Reference Is rade to the Bureau's letters of July 10 and September 12, 

1 ?w 9 requesting invest! ration in connection with this matter. 


A 


Sufficient tine has certainly elapsed to permit you to adequately 
investigate this natter and submit a report. Accordingly, it is desired that 
an < nvort* gative report be submitted no Inter than October 20, 1 ^. 



/- 


ALL INiORMAllON COM iAlU£D 
HEREIN lo UNCLASP 

QAT£ ._nk«te 








S*' x 




.‘CATIONS SECT 

< '■ A I L E D.^3^ ^ ^ 

■ :/12 I 9440 P& * 


»t *wruu of mymieArioN 

i OiPMi I HIHT OF JUSTICE 

/k 





JPHatTOU 


10 5-?X02 

XAC, Lor \nr*oles December 1, 

John Edgar Hoover - director, rederal Bureau oJT 7nve;rtJ r ati on 
cirsTER n* Hire's | x?JT^Tr ? Ai. sncwrir - >. •' 


fK R *5T n Sl. ? ! ™!?® t ?„rl’ c 3ureau ’ s lp ttor in the above-captioned cnee 
bearlnn the date October 27, 19i^U • 


In order that on early rerly nay be node to the liepartront, please 
accord the requested inveiripati on imediato attention and submit a renort 
n the near future* 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 04 


'< jpffice Memorandum • united stated government 


PROM 


The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation date: Decaaber < 1 , 1944 

Tom C. Clark, Assistant Attorney General TCC:DA:miv 

' 146-28-l?l< 


subject: Chester B, Himes; Article Captioned, 

Sn'Negro Martyrs Are Needed, " appearing in 
the May, 1944, Issue of "Thetcrisis": 
INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION ^ 


3:DA:mlv 

3 - 28-1519 


Reference is made to my memorandum dated June 29, 19 
requesting that an investigation be conducted relative to the above - 
entitled matter. In case you have received any reports in this matter, 
it would be appreciated if you would furnish the Criminal Division 
with copies of them. 



JPHa:*7VJ 

l05>-2£02 

12-8-iJi 


v3al atari t Attorney General Tor C« Clark 


John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Chester B. Hliacsj Article Captioned, 

‘'Hogro Martyrs Are ffeedod,* appearing in 
the ray, 1?-JL, iasuo of “The Cri si a M j 

liT.X’AI. SECCTTT? SHDTTT1‘*. 

. Terence in node to your ; '.cr.ornnrfuB of Decenber 1, 1JU, 9 asking 
tV<t yiv. be f urn: nhcK. r.' t.h copioa of any available reports subrdttoc: -n thij 


care. 


, -though c<kic". deraole difficulty waa initially experienced in locating 
crabjfjct hire 3 , it in anticipated that a corn let© report will be rce 4 vod by the 
T 5ur°au *n the near future an,.: when it *u available a copy will be irtta^d’ ately 
iumi shed you • 


H's.tlN is UNCI \SSlr Itl t 

Dn 1 


Mr. Tolfivr. 

' ’r . E. . A . Tamm 

Mr . Ji.ecr.-_ - 

!.X. u>f:e y~ " 

Mr. flavin 

Mr. Lade! 

Mr. .MIli.TT; 

Mr. Hosen 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. -ran 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr . PenninirforP 
Mr . -?a 1 nn Tamm 
Mr. Nease 
Miss tiar.dy 


*tDkCl3' JW ,ff 


■I i. VtJ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED *T LOS ANGELES 


REPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN MADE 


LOS ANGELES 


CHANGED 

CHESTER BORMOR HIMES 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 


11/25/44 ! n/7-9/44 


fu e no. 100-22661 


REPORT MADE BY 


character OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
SEDITION 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


/fTH/iJ 


Subject is a 35-year-old Negro, born in Jefferson ^ 
City, Missouri, 7/29/09, reportedly well educated 
and interested in sociological problems of Negro 
race; has resided in California since 1940, coming 
here from Cleveland, Ohio; is presently in NY C in \/\ 
connection with jp«#T!xation of a book recently 
written by him; cj ^Lps^ jbo have CU 

articles for vari^TpuraTc^'^s , including 
Saturday_ E veil i ng £ ost and Esquire : in LA is known 
to have contributed to at least two radical type 
^JliJali-c^tions ; member of NAACP, NYC; has FBI number 
176232 ; jserved eight yearT~oF a twenty-year sentence || 
for robbery at Cleveland in 1928; is friend of certain 
CP members and is possibly sy mpathe tic to Communist 
movement, but not loiown to be a member or active 
therein himself. — c- .. — 




CoAi/^r ^ 


- p - 


REFERENCE; 


Eureau file No. 105-2502. 
Report of Special Agent P 
Bureau letter 10/27/44. 


MffiHfi ^ ;LMU. 

oak m?BS by WwIow? 

New York, 10/l0/44. 


DETAILS : 

Th& title of this case is being changed to reflect the oroplete 
name of this-subject as CHESTER BORMOR HIMES, as obtained by current in- 
vestigatiiAiT-'Sfc Los Angeles. 


4 is tiff YEE- T ,■ 

5 Bureau * j'.V 1 } , * 

2 hew York ' ] 

2 Cleveland v ' 

3 Los Angeles N *‘ A 


^ J /‘ N CHARGE' I 'Z V ( V ' 


DO NOT WRITf. IN THESE SPACES 
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L A 100-22661 


For the information of interested offices, this subject first 
came to the attention of the Bureau as a result of a questionable article 
which subject had written entitlej^tagro Martyrs Are Needed,” which ap- 
peared in the May 1944 issue of £he publication, "ThjJ^Crisis This article 
related to certain proposed r evolutionary actions wnich subject advocated 
on the part of Negroes. The Criminal Division of the Department subsequently 
requested that an investigation of HIMES be undertaken with a view to 
developing data as to his general background, activities, inclinations’, 
etc. Preliminary' investigation by the New York Field Office indicated 
that the subject presently resided at Los Angeles, California. 

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. 


A check of the Los Angeles indices regarding this individual 
revealed only that in March 1944 he applied to the C oast Gua rd at San Pedro 
California, for a pass to enter the yards of the Los Angeles Shipbuilding 
and Dry Dock Company, but that at the time of his request he was found to 
have no_dx&£t re gistrati on or classification card in his possession. At 
that time he claimed that he had left both of them at home, his residence 



address being J 1 05§JNprth de C-ar mo Dr ive, Los Angeles. 


No credit record or other data regarding subject was found at the 
various credit agencies in Los Angeles. He is not listed in either the 
current city or telephone directory, although subsequent investigation re- 
vealed that he does have a residence telephone, Angelus 22272 . which is 
.apparently unlisted. 


It was learned 


through^ 




hat in March 1944 subject was 


employed for a time by the Los An geles Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company 
at San Pedro ; further, that subject was believed to have had a criminal 
record of some years ago from Cleveland, Ohio. 


under a suitable pretext^ 


iirtsryiswsti nravi ous ly 


as a 


b2 

b7D 


result of which it was learned that subject is a Negro born at Jefferson 
City, Missouri, on July 29, 1909. His father, JOSEPH s\HIMES, was a 
teacher in the school system at Lincoln, Missouri. He married- his present 
wife at Cleveland, Ohio, and they came to California in 1940. Since then 
they have lived for the most part at Los Angeles and presently own their 
home at 1056 North de Garmo Drive. Subject is we 1 1 educated^ "H 

I i Sociology. in which subject himself 

is aiso greatly interested, particularly regarding the lot of the Negro race. 

It was learned that as a matter of fact he had written more than one bo^k - 
on the sociological study of minorities and the Negro people in particular, 
as well as several magazine articles. He has never been successful in get- U. A 
ting a book published, however, until recently, when he contracted for the 


b7C 
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Beach Avenue, Los Angeles; 1943, Richmond Shipyard, Richmond, California, 
as shipfitter trainee; 1943, Towls&ver, Inc., 2012 East 12th Street, Los 
Angeles, as towel machine operator; 1944, Kaiser-Hughes Aircraft Company, 
warehouse, Vernon, California; 1944, Huntington Rubber Company, 4128 
Whiteside Avenue, Los Angeles, as tire rebuilder; 1944, Borden Sales 
Manufacturing Company, Los Angeles, as warehouseman. 

It may be noted that after obtaining the job at Los Angeles 
Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company on March 6, 1944, subject terminated 
at his own request, one week later claiming a 3 pi nal in jury prevented 
his working. Nothing of a derogatory nature concerning his activities 
during that one week was indicated in the file. 

Searches of the Identification Divisions of bd^h the Los Angeles 
Police Department and Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Office* revealed no 
criminal record for the subject since he has resided^n Los Angeles. 
However, the police records do show that one CHESTER^ HIMEb, FBI #L7o232, 
had registered with the Police Department as an ex-convict on December 10, 
1941. It is noted that this does not constitute an arrest record, but 
merely a registration as an ex- convict in accordance with the requirements 
of a city ordinance. This record reveals that CHESTER HIMES in December 
1928 was arrested by the Police Department at Cleveland, Ohio, under that 
name on a charge of robbery, receiving a sentence of twenty years in the 
State Penitentiary at Columbus, Ohio. According to the record, he served 
some eight years of this sentence until his release on parole in April 
1936, being finally released from parole on February 3, 1939. 



& 


The Bureau is being requested to furnish the up-to-date criminal 
record of this individual. 


q! In the August 14, 1942, issue of the \j>eople 1 s World," Communist 

news organ for the West Coast, there is printed a letter which CHESTER B. 
CfTTypS wrote to the editor of the paper. This letter is entitled T ^India 
Freedom Essentia l." It is noted that this was during the period when the 
\communist Party was extremely active in its propaganda calling for the 
opening of a second front in Europe. This letter is quoted as follows- 

"As an American Negro citizen, I must advocate the immediate 
independence of India regardless of whatever stand taken by the 
Indian nationals. For the same political reason I must advocate 
the immediate opening of a se cond fron t. 

"I feel that the political leaders of my country who favor a 
second front are inseparable from those who favor the freedom of 
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India, and that those and only those who favor both a second 
front and the independence of India are the only ones who will 
fight for the political and economic equality of American Negroes. 

M I feel that the independence of India is of equal political 
and military importance to the opening of the seoond front, for only_ 
by the advocation of both can the political power of the proletariat 
be strengthened. 

"The division of these two main objectives of the proletariat, 
the opening of the second front and the independence of India, would 
divide and weaken the entire effort of the people to gain sufficient 
political strength to have a voice in the writing of the people. 

"I urge that your paper continue to fight for Indian independ- 
ence regardless of the moves of capitalistic politics to split the 
unity of the people. 

Sincerely yours , 

CHESTER B. HIMES 

Los" Angeles , California" 

Subject had an article entitlq^ ^eople We Know," published in 
the November 1943 issue of "T he^far , Work er f"" alocaTb ublication issued 
semi-monthly at Los Angeles, tfreowner and editorial staff of which are 
chiefly Negroes and which paper has been classified as a radical type. 
This article starts off by stating that the author, CHESTER B. HIMES, 
is taking the liberty to publish four typed pages of a Nisei’s diary in 
the hope that a better understanding of the problems confronting these 
Japanese -Americans might be attained. The author, by way of preliminary 
introduction, states: 

"First let me point out the greatest fallacy in our regard 
to all minorities. We are branded by the magnificence of our 
nation into believing that no person will ever desire to transfer 
his allegiance. But yet there are many citizens of this nation, 
among whom are the Nisei, who have never been permitted to share 
the rights, privileges, and opportunities which make this nation 
magnificent. We command these groups of citizens to uphold, 
cherish, and abide by a system of government and a way of life 
which excludes them from all of the best it has to offer. And 
strangely, we feel betrayed when allegiance is not manifested 
in glowing emulation. Verily we are a rare people. 


W 
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"But wouldn't it be wonderful if we in this nation progressed 
to a point of common interests and common aims, where every citizen 
no matter what birth, ancestry, or race, would be willing without 
reservation or hesitation to go out and die for it. 

But I would not want to be accused of being visionary, ideal- 
istic, utopianistic; I am American, was born American, think American 
so therefore I offer an alternative. If, after reading these ex- 
cerpts from this Nisei’s diary, all of us are still consumed with 
our relentless hate for them, let’s not quibble, investigate, and 
vituperate; let's take them out and shoot them...." 

Ihe author thereafter quotes a lengthy passage from what is pur- 
ported to be from a Nisei’s diary under date of August 25, 1933, in which 
the Nisei decries the fact that Japanese -Americans are hybrids of two con- 
trasting civilizations, as a result of which they live the unique life of 
an oriental heritage and an occidental environment, with the result that 
often the two distinctly clash and seem to be at war with each other- fur- 
ther, that in spite of the efforts of the Nisei to be good Americans! they 
are for the most part, subject to prejudice and discrimination in the 
country in which they were born. 


Numerous reliable confidential sources regarding the Communist 
Party and the Communist Political Association in the Los Angeles area have 
been contacted for any information indicating that subject CHESTER 3 „ HIKEt 
may be sympathetic to or active in the Communist noT«mmt in -hni c 
However, these sources advise that there is lsuhi«ni 

is or has been a member of the Party in this area. 


.... ^ ma y rL0 ‘ t ® ci i however, that in his application for employment 
witn the Los Angeles Ship building and Dry Dock Company in March 1944 „nh. 
joct listed as references! I 
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L A 100-22661 


Subject is described in hi3 application at the L03 Angeles Shio- 

yard as : 


Race 

Age 

Residence 


Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 

Occupation 

Draft board 

Marital status 

Social Security number 

F’BI number 


Negro 

36 j born Jefferson City, Missouri, 
July 29, 1909 
1056 North de Gfarmo Drive 
Los Angeles, California 
Telephone Angelus 22272 
5 *3” 

150 

Black 

Brown; wears rimless glasses 
Dark, smooth shaven 

-Writer and la5o?ter 

LDB #20, Cleveland, Ohio 
Married)' wife, JEAN JOHNSON HIMES 
293-09-2293 
176232 


- PENDING - 
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L A 100-22661 



UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


CLEVELAND FIELD DIVISION 


AT CLEVELAND , OHIO: 


Is requested to check the names off 


]sub ject[ 


against its indices and report whether subject has ever come to the attention 

It iS noted that P rior to coming to California in 1940 or 
1941, HIMES resided in Cleveland, Ohio, where he also went to school. 

Is requested to ascertain from the Cleveland Police Department 
whether HIMES has ever come to its attention in connection with radical 
ac tivi ties in Cleveland. * 

Will report subject's status with Local Draft Board #20 and any 
additional background data reflected in his Selective Service file. 

THrvvc 

V 


b7C 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 


AT NEW YORK CITY; 




Is requested to discreetly ascertain 7 ^ subject's book has yet 
been published by the Houghton i Mifflin Company, and if so, obtain a copy 

r!u i ^ 1 !, S ^ itiOUS or revolutionary material it might 
contain. It is noted that the best information at hand indica-h «s -hhA-h + 

book is entitled ,, Ajtgr_^he_End 005103 ,” concerning the publication of. which- 
su ject is in New York City at the present time, located at 940 St. Nicholas 
street. It is suggested that in the event the book has not yet been published 
no contact with the publishing house for a review of its contents should be* 
made in the ifcsence of instructions from the Bureau to do so. 



LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 


AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: 


4 


i vi 




n ^ I' \ (f\\J 

, ^ J Wl } 1 cont f ct the "^rious past employers of the subject to ascertain 
whetner, during such employment, he is known to have made any seditious 
statements or advocated the revolutionary overthrow of the country. 

Will report any criminal record received from the Bureau. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No, 1 

TH,S case or.G.nateo at l0H 


REPORT MADE AT 

| DATE WHEN MADE 

PERIOD FOR 

REPORT MADE BY 



WHICH MADE 



LOS AWflll 

U/M/44 

ll/^T-t/44 


Z 1 


cttfe LiOkxQ* zurm 


1004IIM 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


i»T ; set ,v itt . c 

stanci 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



ic ft U*y«ftr^ld Mgro, b«n ia ^fftriftn 
City, HB9*mrl t T/M/W, ny*rU4 ly util *4u«ftt^ 

*wA IfttemM la fMUlntltftl ^rabloni of Mgr* 
fc*« mlM la CallUm!* iIbm 1*40, Maine 
lM»r# fra* Clmlaad, CkUi In pr*««atly In wtc in 
ewnMt iw «1U p«i«ilflftUM of i book rtoo&U/ 

«rt%%4Hi by Mjfti ol*Uu %+ Mm oorltMvt DMorooi 
nrtlnlM for Ytrlooi poftUwllMi, UniurfUft 

?«mU« r«t ftod U u la yams 

to h*T* MBtrlfcutnd to %t Uut to* ra^lMl tin 
^UmUomi aabor of lb AC?, *IC» tmm m awbor 

OftrtoO oliftt yoftro of o twa ly*yof tatotuM 1 
fnr r o H o o y ftt CUroMM U I984| la fr lwM nf mtmu 
c*» n ft ti n oftO U ?oo*Uly l yiytt otli to imwmUt 
•rriMBt, tot not nooft to to « aotif or loUw 
[taortlii hiaoolf* 


- F * 


*m*«*c*i 


Mrwi m« so. loi-uor. 

«*p*rt «r ^roolftl 4raat| W 

titrooM Uttor 10/17/ AA. 1 


Ur* # Ifl/U/U. 


;miwi 

fk» UUo of toil ouo U ftoiai ohaoiol to roflNt Uo nwltto 
mmm 1 MU *n Cmf?n K-rtflCft «* otuiood by currant u- 

lOOtUfttlOi ftt LOO A*£«W*. 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


Special aoent 

IN CMARSE 


(§> 


COPIES or THIS REPORT 

Jjy tnirauti 

1 u« ram 

l Ciofotool 
I im o ‘ocoloo 


■ DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ^ 
HEREIN IS, UNCLASSIFIED l** 

0ATi_3fc^«i**S^ 



jjfeiteral bureau of timifaitgatiort 
United Staffs department of dusttre 


FD-9 



Los Angeles, 13, California 
November 25, 1944 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

€ 

Re: CHESTER BORMOR HIMES 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
SEDITION 

Dear Sir: 


Kindly furnish the known criminal record of the following: 


Approximate date Fin- 

City, Police gerprints forwarded Fingerprint 

Arrest, or Other Federal Bureau of In- Classifica- 
Narae (inc. aliases) Number. vestigation. tion. 


FBI number 

CHESTER BORMOR HIMES 176232^ 



HEREIN IS UNCLASSIHfcD^^ 

n & TP ry <U4’ScaV0^ S 


.NICTWNb tt-:- 





R. B. HOOD V 

Special Agent in Charge 


STANDARD FORM *JQ. ft* 


Office Wlemorandum • united states government 


Director, FBI 


ROM : SAC, Los Angeles 


SUBJECT: CHESTER BORMOR HIMES 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
SEDITION 


date: November 26, 1944 


Reference is made to the enclosed report of Special 
Agent | | dated November 26, 1944, at Los Angeles, 

in the captioned matter. 

It is noted therein that current investigation re- 
garding subject at Los Angeles fails to reveal any of his 
writings other than one or two articles for local publications. 
However, it is noted that subject presently is believed to have 
contracted with Houghton & Mifflin Company, publishers inNew 
York, for the publication of a recent book about a young Negro 
couple, entitled>^After the End Comes,” in connection with which 
subject is now in New York City. V 

The referenced report sets out a lead for the New York 
Office to discreetly ascertain if this book has already been 
published, in order that ita contents may be reviewed. The 
Bureau is requested to advise the New York Office, however " t 
whether , in the event the book has not yet been published, any 
attempt should be made to contact tfre pub 1 i s hing house ' for a 
review of its contents. / 


Enclosures (5) 

100-22661 
cc New York 


'* > • J 

\ [ 

■ 

I r U-- r 1 


x L~. 
t Cg-Vf / 


P fin 


A >1 


(/st 


ALL LL L L - w.:.Air*D ^ 

HEREIN IS UNCiASSINED*^ 

nat f illSftS 




s' ^ . 

- t - y 


m 




JPHarWMJ 


C Wf- Y 


’ 10 s-asw ' 7 

3AC, IM HtfUJMB Deoeabor 18, 1?U, 

>7 

Jate Edgar Hoover - Director, FManl Bureau of Invest! gati® 

Chester Borarm Hncaj ihwjral srcbhitt - c* sedition, 

, Wfexmoa io **de to the report submitted in this caee tar Special Amt 

l i ii _a i. I* ^. 1 *?* An ^ l4S9 f California, an Komber 2?* 19U*> and to your , 
l»tt«r of the earn* data ocnoermng tha lead designated for the rear York Wald b 
Division* 

„ . , yp r the present the Ikires* desires that the lead for tha r:«ar York Field 
Division ba oorered aa it near stands* In other word*, the *:«r York Office sho-ld 
a discreet oantaot with tha Houghton and Mifflin Coop any and whan subject* a 
book haa bean published, a copy should ba secured and reviewed and if the book la 
inelbaive of poaaibiy aadlUoue notarial, it should ba sent to tha Bureau for review, 
it will not bo naoeaeaxy to nuke any spedlal amngrant* with the publi ehl ng 
conpany In order that tha proposed book rwy ba retrieved prior to ita publication. 

oo - Vm York 


ML INFOnMAllOn CONTAINED V)l. 

herein is unclassified *** 

DATE 




Mr. Tolson 

Mr. E. x. TSH — 


Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Coffey - 
Ur. Olavln* 


Mr. Lada 


Mr. Nichols / 

Mr. Rose n / 

Mr. Tracy - kM 

Mr. Carson " # 

Ur. Egan 
Ur. Hendon 
Mr. Pennington 
Ur. Quinn Taan 
Mr. Nease 








JFHatNMJ 

105 - 2^02 


Assistant Attorney General Tern C. Clark 


December 1 8, 


J<*n Edgar Hoovor - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


O 

C!E3TER 30FK0R HHJES 
IHTEPTfAL SECURITT - C 
SEDITION 


Befaranoe is node to our previous corresTxndenoe 
concerning this subject, your reference TCCjDAtSH, 11*6-23-1519* 

y 1010 " information there are attached copies of 
the fcai<wing two reports which here been suteritted during 
tho course of the investigation to date: 

Eepart of Special Agent | I dated at 

Near fork City on October 10 , 19 * 44 , 1 

Report of special Agent ! i dated at 

Los Angelas, California, on November 25 , lpl^ # 

This investigation is continuing and whan 
additional information is developed you will be 
Advised* 




To Ison 
E. A. Tun 

ci*gg ; 

Coffey 

Olavln 

Ladd ~ 
Nlchofe 
Rosen 


Tracy”“ 

Carson^ 

Egan 


Hend3 n* 
Penning Coi 


Quinn ti 
Nease 

Miss Gandy 




r . 









HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFI£DlSfc»**^ 

rutr T(>SftS RY ^tASCij Q»S 



NY 100-63874 


"Marihuana and a Pistol" 

This article is cautioned "He thought of his fingers on the 

trigger of the gun and realized he could shoot a man or two he 

could kill everybody." This is another fiction article describing 
the thoughts of a marihuana victim who planned to "stick up" a 
Cleveland bank using beer bottles in place of guns but who upon 
finding that he had a pistol attempted to hold up a store and shot 
the proprietor. 

"Strictly Business" 

Tnis article is captioned ''Big Angelo didn't trust r chs boys in the 
mob so he kent Sure on a salary with bonus." This is a fiction 
■ story of a murder committed by a man named Sure purexy for business 
reasons, the murderer's business being murder. It depicts the sub- 
sequent flight and the final apprehension of the murderer. 

I h 'lTuPTS 'PUBLISHING COMPLY, 292 Madison Avenue, 

Hew '• ri“ :y tts-- M adviced that there is nc reco.rd in Hew York ^ 

City i.howl'f; : he ..rvcUe published by subject in the " 17 Saturday Evening \ / 

Post." fits that uwh records are maintained bv l 

| "Saturday Evening Post," Independence Square, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania* 

/ For the information of the Chicago and Philadelphia^ off ices, 
the subject fire 1 :- came to the attention of the Bureau as a^o^esult of 
a questionable article which subject had written ent itled 7 p Hegro Martha 
are NjLec’.tid ^ van cli appeared in the May 1944 issue of th* publication 

r, mtj* a article related to certain propoeei r evolutiona ry 
actioW whiob subject advocated on the part of the Hegrues. 

The Criminal Division of the Department subsequently requested 
that an investigation of HIMES be undertaken with a view of developing 
data as to his general background, activities, inclinations, etc. 

Preliminary investigation in the Hew York Field Division indicated that 
subject presently resides at Los Angeles, California. It was determined 
by the Los Angeles office that subject is a Negro, 35 years of age, bom 
in Jefferson City, Missouri, and reported to be well educated and interested 
in sociological proble ms of the N egro r ace. It was further determined 
'.that TuTTs a f-rj end o f certain Communist Party members and is possibly 
sympathetic to the Communist movement but is not known to be a member or 
^ acYlrre~13TSrein himself. 

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION 20 THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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NY 100-63874 



UNDDVHLOPID L2ADS 

CHICAGO PIDLD DIVISION: / 

At Chicago, Illinois - Will contact f "1 

Ssquire Magazine, 919 North Michigan Avenue, and oh fain from him all/ 
possible 'background information or data concerning the subject. / 

PHILADELPHIA PISLD DIVISION: / 

At Phil adelphia. Pennsylvania - ’fill contact l 

| Saturday Dvening Post, Independence Squ^.ve, lor tne 
purpose of determining what articles written by subject ■•ere published 
in that magazine and will if practical review those artih-es for the 
purpose of determining whether or not there is any seditious material 
contained therein. 



- 5 - 




• FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


C w> f 


Fora No. 1 

This Case Originated at 
Report Made at 

HW YORK, R. Y. 

Title 

CHESTER BORMOR HIKES 


LOS ^TiSSLES. CALIF. 

I Date When Made Period for 


1/8/45 


Which Made 

12/14,18/44= 

1/1/45 


NY File No. 100-63874 
Report Made By- 


Character of Case 


SBS 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
SEDITION 


Synopsis of Facts: 

HOUGHTON & MIFLIN CO. have not published nor con- 
tracted to publish any book for subject. Subject 
is unknown to them. Subject has a contract and 
is presently writing a book for DOUBLEDAY DORAN 
CO, Articles written by subject and published in 
'’Esquire 11 reviewed herein, 

- HUC - 

REFERENCE: Bureau File 105-2502. ^ ^ 

Report of Special Agent l | dated 

November 25, 1944 at Los Angeles, Califomiia. 


DETAILS: AT El* YORK CITY . NEW YORK 


| jHOUGHTOR & 

MIFLIN COMPANY, 432 Fourth Avenue, New York City, 

New York, advised that CHESTER BORMOR HIKES has no 
contract with that Coup any for the publication of k • : - 

any book, paaphlet, or writings of any kind. He b7D 

stated that HIMES is not known to that Comapny and 
that they have never published anything for him. 


RUSSELL & TQLOSriRG, 522 Filth Avenue, Rew York City, New York, stated 
that that partnership is the literary representative for the subject in 
the New York area. He stated that at the present time HIMES is under 
contract to the DOUBLEDAY DORAN COMPANY and that he is presently writing 
a book for that Conpany. 


Approved and Special Agent p 0 no ^ wr ^^ e i n these spaces 

Forwarded i" Ch^rae 


Copies of this Report 
Bureau 

I 3 Los Angeles 
2 Chicago 
2 Philadelphia 
2 New York 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEOW* 1 
DATE,., 



